1. Future plans

-Hi.
-Hi.
-Why do you look so sad?

-This is my last year in this town.

-Why is it so?

-I’d like to enter Moscow University.

-It isn’t a serious reason to have bad mood.

-But University is in another city. Moscow is a big city and I don’t like big cities.

-Why? It’s so interesting and exciting.

-Maybe you’re right, but life in big cities has more disadvantages than life in small towns.

For example my friend lives in Moscow and he can’t sleep because it’s very noisy.

-I don’t think so! Life in big cities is more interesting, richer, there’re a lot of entertainments and standard of living is higher.

-Entertainments aren’t very important but there’re many cars on the streets, so big cities have problems with traffic and pollution. And what about you? What are you going to do after school?
-I’d like to study in Voronezh, but I haven’t enough money to study there.

-Why are you going there?

-Because there’re no prospects in a small town. It’s difficult to find a good and well-paid job.

-And what about your friends? Here you have parents, relatives, and friends. And in other city you haven’t any.

-And what? I’ll meet. Anyway, after this last year in school all will chose different ways.

-It’s true. But…I don’t understand. What interesting could it be in a big city? It’s so dangerous and expensive there.

-It isn’t more dangerous than in other city. You should go to another city to live a better life. And here? Cultural life is boring, level of education is lower.

-OK. I have a good idea. Let’s bet. You bet it’s better to live in a big city and I bet it’s better to live in a small town. I’ll call you in a year and we will see who was right.

-OK, settled. I’ll be waiting for your call.

-Bye.

-Bye.

2. Education
-Hi.

-Hi.

-Why are you so happy today?

-I have a very good mood!

-Why? You haven’t a good mood very often. What’s the reason?

-Oh, today is a special day.

-And what day is it today?

-My mother came from Japan.

-You’re kidding! From Japan?

-Yes, it’s so interesting. She brought many gifts and photos from Japan.
-And what did she do there?

-Nothing, it was a tourist trip.

-Did she like it?

-Yes of course. She says that Japanese people are very nice and friendly.

-And what about standard of living?

-It’s another story! The standard of living is much higher than in our country.

-What about education?

-Japanese people aren’t lucky here. It’s very difficult to find good and well-paid job in Japan.

So they have great differences in education, especially in schools.
-It’s very interesting. Tell me about it in detail.

-Japanese children go to school 6 days a week.

-6 days?! And we only 5. I think it’s too difficult to study 6 days instead of our 5.

-I agree with you. It’s the main and first difference.

-What is the second?

-There’s a very strict discipline in schools. Pupils must bow to their teacher, they are not allowed to ask a teacher questions, they…

-Are not allowed to ask questions? How can it be? It’s unreal to learn without questions. Why is it so?
-It’s considered to be rude. The rules are very strict. As you have noticed politeness and respect are very important but it isn’t all. Pupils haven’t got much holidays and free time. I’d say they don’t have any at all.

-And what do they do on Sundays? I can’t believe that they don’t have autumn and spring holidays at that.

-But it’s really so!

-What do they do then?

-If they don’t study they visit extra-clubs, for example English-club, sport-club or art-club.

They have 2 or 3 hours every night and holidays and weekend.

-It’s impossible to learn all the time.

-In Japan it’s necessary, because there people don’t have possibility to change their job – they stay with the same company until they retire.

-And here, in England it isn’t so! People can try many jobs.

-Yes, I know.

And a final question: do Japanese children like school?
-Maybe it’s strange, but they like it, because they don’t have time to be bored and idle.

-All the same it’s pretty well that we don’t live in Japan. Here, in England, it’s easier to find a job and… just live.

-I agree with you. So, it’s late. I have to go. Maybe my mother will tell me more “horrible” things about Japan.

-OK, see you tomorrow.

-Bye.

-Bye.

3. Shopping
-Hi

-Hi

-How are you?

-Not bad. And you?

-Me too. What are you going to do today?

-I don’t know.

-OK, let’s go walking.

-When?

-Right now!

-I can’t. My mother said that first I had to go shopping. We haven’t any food for dinner.

-It’s not a problem. Where will you buy it?

-At the market.

-Nice, I can help you.

-It will be fine!

-Let’s meet in half an hour at the entrance of the market.

-OK, see you.

30 minutes later…

-Hi again.

-So, what should you buy?

-There’re many things on my list. It’s so horrible! I hate going shopping!

-Do you hate it? Why?

-It’s easy. There’re many people in the market. They’re always crowds, swear. It’s very noisy. I can be deceived.
-If you don’t like market why are you going there? I think that shops are much better than market.

-There’s a poor assortment in shops. And it’s more expensive.
-It isn’t so! The assortment isn’t poor. And prices are not so high, sometimes they are even lower.

-I don’t know. Maybe you’re right.

-OK. Let’s check it. I know a nice shop not far from here.

-Is it a grocery or...?

It’s a store where you can buy anything.

-What is it?

It’s a supermarket “Krata”.

OK, let’s go.

Oh, I have just remembered that English people always buy thing in the shops. And when I was there I saw it with my own eyes. The most favorite store in England is...

-“Marks and Spencer”

-Yes, but how do you know? 
-We read an article about it at the English lessons at school.

-And I was there. It’s a very big store where you can buy anything. Do you know a story of this store?

No, I just know that it all started about 100 years ago with the sale of cotton, wool, buttons and shoe-laces.

-Then you don’t know the most interesting thing! It was founded by Michael Marsk and Tom Spencer. First it was a small stall. It was called “penny stall” because all, that were sold there cost only 1 penny. All the time there were things that were best sellers. There were clothes for men, women, children, fresh chickens, bread, vegetables and others.

And do you know why it’s so successful?

-Yes, because its business is based on 3 principles: good value, good quality and good service. And certainly well-trained staff. In our shops it isn’t so! This is my main reason to dislike shops and even stores. We live in Russia and it’s quite different by us.
-OK. Here we’re. Let’s see how it’s really.

20 minutes later...

-So, you have bought all you need.

-Yes. And quality is much higher than in the market. You were right. But...I think that, that prices are a little bit higher than in the market.

-You’re difficult to please. You should pay for quality. Let’s go home. You leave your purchases and we will go at last!

-OK, let’s go!

4. Interview a famous person
-Hello, I’m a reporter from the newspaper “Times”. I’m going to write an article about you, Mr. Newman. I’d like to ask you a few questions.

-Hello, I’ll answer your questions with pleasure.

-Would you tell us a few words about your childhood? When and where were you born?

-I was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1925.

-I know you did some acting in high school.

-Yes, but I never seriously considered making it my future career.

-When did you start working?

-I started working in the theatre after graduating.

-And you met your first wife there, didn’t you?

-Right, and we got married in 1949.

-It’s a well-known fact that you have 6 children and your marriage to Joanne Woodward is one of the longest and strongest in Hollywood.

-Joanne Woodward is my second wife. I got divorced with Jackie Witte, my first wife, in 1955.

-Why did you get divorced?

-We both recognized our marriage wasn’t working.

-When did you accept your first film role? Was it successful?

-I was 30. My first part was the part of a Greek slave. The experience was so bad that I went back to the theatre.
-How many films have you made?

-I have made over 45 films, but I’ve never won an Oscar.

-And what about your children? Did they star in a film?

-Oh, yes, my 3 daughters have co-starred in 6 films.

-And your only son? Was he interested in film-making?

-No, my only son Scott died of a drug overdose.
-I’m sorry...Now I see why you created the Scott Newman foundation.

-Yes. I did it to inform young people on drug abuse.

-As far as I know you have your own business.

-It’s true. My business deals with salad-dressing, spaghetti sauce, popcorn.

-And all the money goes to charity.
-Sure. I’d like to be remembered as a man who has tried to help people and who has tried to make something good with his life.

-And the last question. You’re a prosperous businessman, racer and good actor. What can you advise young people? How to become successful?

-To be successful means to work hard and get good education. But it’s more important to communicate and to understand other people.

-Thank you very much for the interesting and informative talk.

-You’re welcome.

-Goodbye.

-Goodbye.

5. UFO
-Hi.

-Hi.

You look pale. What’s the matter? Are you ill?

-No, I’m not. I’m frightened to death!

-You’re kidding.

-Can you imagine that? I went for a picnic with my family last weekend.

-Great! Where did you go?

-It isn’t important. What important is we were nearly kidnapped!

-Were you? I can’t believe. What do you mean?

-Do you remember that I like to look at stars at night? It was midnight when I left my tent to look at the stars. Suddenly a bright beam of light came from above.

-I bet you were frightened.

-No, I wasn’t at that time. I was surprised.

-What happened next?

-In a second I realize that it was a flying dish.

-What did you say? A flying dish? Ha-ha-ha.

-What are you laughing at? I wish you were there.

-Come on, it can’t happen. You have watched too many fantastic films.

-Stop laughing! It really happened.

-I can admit it and what?

-Well. That dish landed. It was a big round spaceship looked like a dish. There were green and red lights. After that a small door opened and...

-2 aliens came out of the dish.

-No, there were 3 of them.

-And they were green.
-Yes, but how do you know it ?

-Last week I watched a fantastic film and everything was the same.

-It isn’t funny! They were small, about 3 or 4 feet tall. I could see 2 antennas coming from their heads. They had 3 arms with 4 fingers.

-What did they want?

-They wanted to take me with them.

-Did they tell you about it?

-No. they didn’t.

-Then how did you know, that they wanted to take you to their planet?

-One of them took a piece of paper and wrote the words: “Follow me”. Suddenly two of them disappeared and one took me to their spaceship.
-Were you inside?

-Yes, it was a big light room with different equipment. They made me sit on the chair and put something on my head. I was sitting there for 30 seconds. After that they let me go. Then their spaceship took off and flew away quickly. I don’t know why they didn’t take me with them.
-Maybe you were too stupid for them? I’m joking. Well, you had a lot of fun last weekend.

Did you tell your parents about it?

-Yes, I did, but they didn’t believe me.

-I agree with them. It’s difficult to believe. Uh...Hope to meet aliens some day.

-It isn’t so nice as you think.

-So, it’s very late. I have to go.

-I wish you to meet with aliens.

-Thanks, bye.

-Bye.
